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which were wholly left to his care. After Henry's advance-
ment to the crown, this chaplain grew chief in his favour
and confidence; was made Bishop of Salisbury, Chancellor
of England, employed in all his most weighty affairs, and
usually left vicegerent of the realm while the King was
absent in Normandy. He was among the first that swore
fealty to Maud and her issue; and among the first that
revolted from her to Stephen, offering such reasons in
council for setting her aside, as, by the credit and opinion of
his wisdom, were very prevalent. But the King, in a few
years, forgot all obligations, and the bishop fell a sacrifice
in his old age to those treasures he had been so long heaping
up for its support. A just reward for his ingratitude towards
the Prince that raised him, to be ruined by the ingratitude
of another, whom he had been so very instrumental to
raise.

But Henry Bishop of Winchester, the Pope's legate, not
able to endure this violation of the Church, called a council
of all the prelates to meet at Winchester, where the King
being summoned, appeared by his advocate, who pleaded his
cause with much learning; and the Archbishop of Rouen
coming to the council, declared his opinion, That although
the canons did allow the bishops to possess castles, yet in
dangerous times they ought to deliver them up to the King.
This opinion Stephen followed very steadily, not yielding'a
tittle, although the legate his brother used all means, both
rough and gentle, to work upon him.

The council of bishops broke up without other effect than
that of leaving in their minds an implacable hatred to the
King, in a very opportune juncture for the interests of Maud,
who, about this time, landed at Portsmouth with her brother
Robert Earl of Gloucester. The whole force she brought
over for this expedition consisted but of one hundred and
forty knights ;l for she trusted altogether in her cause and
her friends. With this slender attendance she went to
Arundel, and was there received into the castle by the widow
of the late King; while Earl Robert, accompanied only by

1 In these times none served on horseback but gentlemen or knights,
in right of their fiefs, or their representatives, called Men-at-arms ; and
each of these was attended by at least two servants or retainers mounted
and armed. [D. S.]